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Titans travel to face New York Jets at MetLife Stadium
NASHVILLE — The Tennessee 
Titans (2-1) look for their third 
consecutive victory this week as 
they travel to face the New York 
Jets (0-3). Kickoff at MetLife 
Stadium (capacity 82,500) is 
scheduled for 1 p.m. EDT/noon 
CDT on Sunday, Oct. 3. 
The Titans have only played one 
previous game against the Jets at 
MetLife Stadium, which opened 
in 2010. The Jets won that game 
in Week 14 of 2015, but the Ti-
tans took the most recent meeting 
at Nissan Stadium in Week 13 of 
the 2018 campaign. 
 Sunday's contest will be re-
gionally televised on CBS, in-
cluding Nashville affiliate 
WTVF NewsChannel 5. The 
broadcast team includes play-by-
play announcer Greg Gumbel, 
analyst Adam Archuleta and re-
porter AJ Ross. 
Fans in the Nashville television 
market can livestream the broad-
cast on their mobile devices from 
the Titans Mobile App (iOS and 

Android), as well as on desktop 
computers and mobile web at 
TennesseeTitans.com. Restric-
tions apply. For more infor-
mation on streaming options visit 
TennesseeTitans.com or 
NFL.com/ways-to-watch. 
The Titans Radio Network and 
Nashville flagship 104.5 The 
Zone will carry the game across 
the Mid-South with the “Voice of 
the Titans” Mike Keith, analyst 
Dave McGinnis, sideline reporter 
Amie Wells and gameday host 
Rhett Bryan. 
 Last week the Titans were at 
Nissan Stadium to face the AFC 
South rival Indianapolis Colts. 
Ryan Tannehill completed three 
touchdown passes, and Derrick 
Henry rushed for 113 yards to lift 
the Titans to a 25-16 victory. 
Henry registered his second con-
secutive 100-yard rushing game 
and also contributed 31 receiving 
yards. In the past two games, he 
has 381 total yards (295 rushing, 
86 receiving) on 72 scrimmage 

touches (63 rushing, nine receiv-
ing). The reigning two-time rush-
ing champion leads the NFL 
again in 2021 (through Sept. 26) 
with 353 rushing yards and 458 
scrimmage yards. 
Tannehill recorded his 24th ca-
reer game with at least three 
touchdown passes and ninth such 
performance since taking over as 
the Titans starter in 2019. Against 
Indianapolis he connected for 
touchdowns with running back 
Jeremy McNichols and wide re-
ceivers Nick Westbrook-Ikhine 
and Chester Rogers. 
 
 The Titans defense limited the 
Colts to 265 total yards and three 
third-down conversions on 12 at-
tempts. The defensive effort kept 
Colts quarterback Carson Wentz 
to a 51.3 percent completion rate 
(19-of-37) and a 66.7 passer rat-
ing. Outside linebacker Ola Ade-
niyi led the Titans with a 
career-high 1.5 sacks. 

THE JETS 
The Jets launched a new era in 
2021 with a first-year head coach 
and a rookie quarterback. Robert 
Saleh was named the team's head 
coach after spending four sea-
sons as the defensive coordinator 
with the San Francisco 49ers 
(2017-20). His previous NFL 
stops also included the Houston 
Texans (2005-10), Seattle Sea-
hawks (2011-13) and Jackson-
ville Jaguars (2014-16). 
 
 Quarterback Zach Wilson started 
each of the Jets' first three games. 
The second-overall pick in the 
2021 NFL Draft passed for 7,652 
yards, 56 touchdowns and 15 in-
terceptions at Brigham Young 
University. Three weeks into his 
first NFL season, he has passed 
for two touchdowns with seven 
interceptions. 
 Last week the Jets traveled to 
Denver, where they suffered a 
26-0 loss at the hands of the 
Broncos. 

 N.Y., N.Y. - The 10th season of 
the Emmy-nominated and highly 
acclaimed NFL Films-produced 
series A Football Life continues 
Friday, October 1 at 9:00 PM ET 
and PT on NFL Network with a 
profile of Pro Football Hall of 
Fame wide receiver Calvin 
Johnson. The one-hour show fea-
tures sit-down interviews with 
Johnson, former teammates such 
as Matthew Stafford, Nate Burle-
son and Dan Orlovsky, former 
head coach Jim Caldwell and 
others. 
 Among the topics discussed in 
Calvin Johnson: A Football Life 
include: 
 Growing up in Tyrone, GA and 
nearly having his athletic career 
cut short by a diagnosis of Os-
good-Schlatter in high school 
The truth behind his 40-yard dash 
at the 2007 NFL Scouting Com-
bine 
His career with the Detroit Lions, 
including breaking Jerry Rice's 
single season receiving yards 
record in 2012 
His decision to retire after the 
2015 season 
The creation of Primitiv Group 
and the work he is doing in the 
cannabis industry 
Footage of his Pro Football Hall 
of Fame ceremony in Detroit on 
September 26 
Emmy-nominated actor Josh 
Charles narrates. 
 Calvin Johnson: A Football Life 
includes interviews with the fol-

lowing people: 
 
Calvin Johnson 
Brittney Johnson – Wife 
Calvin Johnson Sr. – Father 
Dr. Arica Johnson – Mother 
Matthew Stafford – Detroit 
Lions teammate 
Dan Orlovsky – Detroit Lions 
teammate 
Nate Burleson – Detroit Lions 
teammate 
Shawn Jefferson – Former De-
troit Lions wide receivers 
coach 
Jim Caldwell – Former Detroit 
Lions head coach 
Matt Millen – Former Detroit 
Lions President   
Charles Tillman – Former Chi-
cago Bears cornerback 
Reggie Ball – Georgia Tech 
teammate 
Michael Rosenberg – Former 
Detroit Free-Press columnist 
Bill Keenist – Former Detroit 
Lions Vice President, Com-
munications 
 
 Below are some memorable 
quotes from Calvin Johnson: A 
Football Life: 
 
- "Calvin Johnson was a Hall of 
Fame talent and he had the work 
ethic of an undrafted player." – 
Dan Orlovsky 
 
- "Just on a normal day, when 
[Calvin Johnson] is smiling and 
he's just out there having a good 

October baseball comes 
to Memphis in AutoZone 
Park! ... from sports page 1   

Throwback Thursday of the 2021 
season. All fans in attendance can 
enjoy “throwback” prices of two-
dollar beers, one-dollar hot dogs 
AND dugout and field box seats 
for just 10 dollars. Thursday 
night is also the last Bark in the 
Park night at AutoZone Park. 
Dog owners will be able to bring 
their furry friends with the pur-
chase of a special “Doggie Bag” 
ticket for 15 dollars. Dogs are 
FREE as part of the ticket price, 
plus the ticket includes the choice 
of one of the following items: a 
Yadier Molina dog bowl, a St 
Louis Cardinals picture frame 
leash holder, or a Redbirds clas-
sic logo dog blanket.   
 
 Friday night kicks off Fan Ap-
preciation Weekend at AutoZone 
Park. Back by popular demand, 
the Redbirds will once again be 
wearing their “Memphis Dry 
Rubs” jerseys that they debuted 
earlier in the season, with all fans 
receiving free packets of official 
Memphis Redbirds BBQ sauce 
AND dry rub upon arriving at the 
ballpark. An All-You-Can-Eat 
ribs ticket package is available as 
well starting at just 27 dollars. 
The Redbirds will also have the 
final St. Louis Cardinals spe-
cialty ticket of the season with all 
fans who purchase the ticket re-
ceiving a St. Louis Cardinals 
Puffy Vest. “Loaded value 
tickets” are once again available 

on Friday night (10-dollar dugout 
and field box seats, with fans 
who purchase receiving 10-dollar 
concessions credit) in addition to 
the ongoing sale at the team 
store.     
Saturday will have a special first 
pitch time of 3:15. Fans can cele-
brate October baseball by pur-
chasing a specialty ticket that 
includes a replica of the 2006 
World Series trophy. A Costway 
Red Canopy Chair Specialty 
Ticket is also available for pur-
chase, so fans can comfortably 
wait for the 2022 Redbirds sea-
son at home.   
Finally, the season comes to a 
close on Sunday afternoon with a 
2:05 first pitch. Ice Cream Sun-
days presented by Prairie Farms 
means free ice cream for ALL 
fans in attendance. Each fan at 
AutoZone Park on Sunday can 
also run the bases following the 
end of the game.   
“It has been our pleasure to wel-
come Redbirds fans from near 
and far back to AutoZone Park 
this season,” said Craig Unger, 
President and GM of the Mem-
phis Redbirds. “We were thrilled 
to see their faces and hear their 
cheers all summer long, and we 
had to make sure we showed 
them our sincere appreciation 
one last time. Here’s to closing 
out the 2021 season in style!   
All tickets to Redbirds games 
will remain digital; paper tickets 
will not be issued. AutoZone 
Park will continue to enforce a 
clear bag policy and operate as a 
cashless venue. For the latest 
protocols and procedures visit 
memphisredbirds.com.    
 
 The Memphis Redbirds are the 
proud Triple-A Affiliate of the St. 
Louis Cardinals. Memphis has 
claimed four League Champion-
ships and one Triple-A National 
Championship since their affili-
ation with St. Louis began in 
1998. For the latest team news, 
follow the Redbirds on Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram.    

prevent Black and other diverse 
groups from participating in tri-
athlons. Coinciding with the 
2021 St. Jude IRONMAN 70.3 
Memphis triathlon, Race For 
Change will be championing di-
versity, equity, and inclusion ef-
forts at a special event on 
Sunday, October 3, in partnership 
with the YMCA of Greater Mem-
phis and Major Taylor Memphis 
Cycling Club.  
“As the largest organizer of en-
durance events globally, inclu-

sive of some of the most presti-
gious races in the world, The 
IRONMAN Group is working as 
leaders of our industry by advo-
cating diversity efforts that aim 
to proactively remove participa-
tion barriers in order to welcome 
more people of color into our 
sport,” said Shane Facteau, COO 
of The IRONMAN Group and 
President of the IRONMAN 
Foundation. “Our vision of suc-
cess for the Race For Change ini-
tiative is to attract and welcome 
people from all backgrounds to 
our sport and IRONMAN com-
munity so that they too can enjoy 
the life-changing event experi-
ences that our teams work so 
hard to create.” 
 To celebrate Memphis’s rich and 
diverse music scene, the IRON-
MAN Foundation has partnered 
with Stax Music Academy’s 
Songwriting Cohort to produce a 
theme song for the Race For 
Change in connection with the 
local Memphis initiative and St. 
Jude IRONMAN 70.3 Memphis 
triathlon. The Stax Music 

Academy’s Songwriting Cohort 
was formed in 2019 when Justin 
Timberlake and Levi’s Music 
Project installed a permanent 
Songwriting Lab in the academy 
and provided funding for a 
songwriting and music business 
instructor. 
  “We are treating this like a pro-
fessional songwriting competi-
tion,” said Pat Mitchell Worley, 
Stax Music Academy Executive 
Director. “The students are learn-
ing how to write jingles and the 
ability to engage with IRON-
MAN to create a theme song for 
this initiative will help the stu-
dents with their craft in the fu-
ture.” 
 The winning Stax Music 
Academy group is comprised of 
Ashton Mack (Memphis Virtual 
School), Noah Israel (Gateway 
Christian Academy), Nadia 
Hopkins (Hamilton High 
School), and Violette Worley 
(Crosstown High School). They 
will perform their original theme 
song, “Dangerous,” prior to the 
race start at the St. Jude IRON-

Ironman Group brings ‘Race for Change’ to benefit 
St. Jude and Stax Music Academy ... from sports page 1

“As the largest organizer of 
endurance events globally, in-
clusive of some of the most 
prestigious races in the world, 
The IRONMAN Group is 
working as leaders of our in-
dustry by advocating diversity 
efforts that aim to proactively 
remove participation barriers 
in order to welcome more 
people of color into our 
sport,” said Shane Facteau, 
COO of The IRONMAN 
Group and President of the 
IRONMAN Foundation.

MAN 70.3 Memphis triathlon 
event on Saturday, October 2. 
The group will also perform the 
song at the IRONMAN Founda-
tion’s Race For Change com-
munity event on Sunday, Oct 3 at 
Douglass Park and Community 
Center. 
 The Sunday event will also fea-
ture giveaways and donations to 
the Memphis area YMCA and 
Major Taylor Memphis Cycling 
Club, introducing triathlon to the 
next generation of diverse IRON-
MAN participants. The partner-
ship with the YMCA of Greater 
Memphis will offer free swim-
ming lessons and swim safety 
curriculum for children attending 
local elementary schools 
throughout the city with a focus 
on predominately Black com-
munities. 
  In collaboration with the Major 
Taylor Memphis Cycling Club, 
kids bikes and helmets, as well as 
bike safety training sessions, will 
be given to Memphis-area chil-
dren. 

Please see sports-ent. 5

Pro Football Hall of Fame wide receiver Calvin 
Johnson featured on NFL Network's 'A Football Life’ 

time, he's close to unstoppable. 
But when he sees red, I don't care 
if you put some high-top cleats 
on Jesus, Calvin is going to route 
him up." – Nate Burleson 
 
- "I compare him to Randy 
Moss…Just a bigger, stronger 
guy. Could have easily probably 
played tight end." – Charles Till-
man 
 
- "A couple of things they told 
me to expect was that this is a 
blue-collar city. The fans are 
going to want to see you work. 
That mentality, that grind – that's 
what I was raised around." – Cal-
vin Johnson on being drafted by 
the Detroit Lions 
 
- "He never wants to miss any-
thing; he never wants to miss 
practice, he never wants to be 
perceived as ever taking time 
off." – Jim Caldwell 
 
- "I didn't want to be a distraction 
to the city, to the team because I 
knew that's exactly what it would 
have been once I said that. It 
would be no longer about the 
Lions because they're not going 
to the playoffs, it's going to be 
about you retiring and that's all 
the questions I'm going to field 
the rest of the season." – Calvin 
Johnson on his retirement  
 
- "It's not just that he wants 
people to smoke cannabis. He 

wants people to have wellness 
out of this. He wants people to be 
able to heal portions of their body 
and feel better, and he's looking 
at the cognitive effects that it can 
have on people." – Brittney 
Johnson on the Primitiv Group 
 
- "I'm not going to say he was shy 
or anything, but I saw him come 
alive – I saw him become his own 
person – through sports." – Dr. 
Arica Johnson 
 
Below is a broadcast schedule for 
remaining episodes of A Football 
Life this season: 
 
December 3 – Drew Pearson 
December 24 – John Lynch 
 
  All NFL Network programming 
– including episodes of A Foot-
ball Life – is available across 
multiple devices (smartphone, 
PC, tablet and connected TVs) 
through the NFL app and NFL 
Network app for subscribers of 
participating NFL Network pro-
viders. Visit NFL.com/watch for 
more information on how to 
watch. 
 
 NFL Media is comprised of NFL 
Network, NFL RedZone, NFL 
Films, NFL.com, the NFL app 
and streaming service, the NFL 
Channel. 
  For more information, go to 
NFL.com/nflnetwork. 
  

 Fellow AAC school SMU, who 
was ranked at No. 17 in last 
week’s poll, moved up to No. 14 
this week. 
  To see the full list of rankings, 
visit www.NCAA.com . 
  Memphis has a bye week this 
weekend and will be back in ac-
tion next Thursday when they 
travel to Tulsa to face-off with 
the Golden Hurricane. Kick-off 
is set for 7 p.m. The Tigers will 
be back home on Sunday, Oc-
tober 10 when they host Cincin-
nati at 1 p.m. 
How to follow the Tigers: For 
complete information on Mem-
phis Tigers Soccer, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media chan-
nels on Twitter, Instagram and 
Facebook.  

touchdown came on a 4th and 
one to tie the game at 28. He then 
had a 22-yard run that ended at 
the 2-yard line setting up the 
winning field goal. 
 Crucial turnovers and penalties 
proved to be the Tigers' demise. 
Freshman quarterback Seth He-
nigan fumbled in the 4th quarter 
setting up the game-tying drive. 
Freshman Brandon Thomas also 
fumbled in the 4th. The Tigers 
also missed a 52-yard field goal. 

They only rushed for 78 total 
yards. 
 The loss ended a Tiger record 
17-game home winning streak. 
“We’re coming off a 3-0 high 
and everybody’s up and happy to 
be winning,” Memphis line-
backer JJ Russell said. “And 
then, bam, we lose. You get 
smacked in the face.” 
The Tigers will look to regroup 
next week as they open Confer-
ence play at Temple. 

MEMPHIS, TN., September 28, 
2021– The Memphis Tigers (8-1-
1, 2-0-0 AAC) have found them-
selves back in the top-25 in the 
nation following back-to-back 
wins against American Athletic 
Conference Opponents Temple 
and UCF. The Tigers come in at 
No. 22 in the United Soccer 
Coaches National Poll and No. 
25 in the Top Drawer Soccer 
Rankings this week. 
   
Following a 4-0 shutout of Tem-
ple to start AAC play, Memphis 
pulled off a 2-1 win over the 
Knights of UCF. Mackenzie 
Bray and Momo Nakao both 
scored their first goals of the sea-
son to help the Tigers get the win 
while Memphis’ defense held the 
Knights to just two shots on-goal 
during the match. 

Tigers back in United Soccer 
Coaches National Poll at No. 22

“It has been our pleasure to 
welcome Redbirds fans from 
near and far back to Auto-
Zone Park this season,” said 
Craig Unger, President and 
GM of the Memphis Red-
birds. “We were thrilled to 
see their faces and hear their 
cheers all summer long, and 
we had to make sure we 
showed them our sincere ap-
preciation one last time. 
Here’s to closing out the 2021 
season in style!

UTSA upsets Tigers 
from sports page 1


